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After the Great Retreat in Summer the Russians can finally repulse the Germans at
Dvinsk. At first, the enemy is not successful in this unsuccessful attempt, but then,
until the end of the war, thanks to the movement of the Russians to the western border,
he begins to put pressure on the rest of Germany and the Baltic states. As the winter of
1914 approaches, the Germans leave Riga and Tallinn. During the retreat, the Germans
are faced with unforeseen and very difficult problems. The front is no longer linear,
but diverges into many isolated areas, which forces the enemy to be more careful and
act simultaneously on many areas of the front. In early December, for the first time
since 1916, Russian heavy frosts halt the advance in East Prussia. The German
command decides that if the Russian army does not attack Germany by the end of the
year, it should strengthen itself and let it fall away from the Russian front. By March,
Russian troops were transferred from East Prussia to the Maina-Ots region, where at
that time there were important railway lines connecting Germany with Russia and
Turkey. This German offensive makes the Kaiser think he is capable of subduing the
Entente. But it soon becomes clear that the Russians, already suffering heavy losses,
are not well prepared for the winter. And then, in gratitude to the Kaiser, the Russians
turn their troops from Eastern Europe towards Germany. After about two months of
desperate war, the Germans are forced to retreat to the river. Pegnice, and in February
1915 the last large-scale battle takes place here. Several thousand German soldiers
fighting on the eastern front receive permission to go out with weapons in their hands.
About 13 thousand Russian soldiers remaining in Russia remain in their place. On the
Northwestern Front, during the Battle of the Somme, the Germans suffer heavy losses.
At the same time, General de Gaulle and his fellow officers are preparing two daring
and unexpected attacks on German positions and occupying the most important sectors
of the front. As a result of this attack, the Germans, constantly losing losses on the
Russian and Western fronts, are forced to take part of the blame for the defeat of
Germany. At this time, one of General Franco's good friends, the young Colonel
Georges Joffre, becomes Chief of the General Staff of France, and the outbreak of the
First World War marks the beginning of the modern era in military affairs. The danger
of war between Russia and Germany reappears. This time around, Russia has only everincreasing military and economic power to counter the mighty power of its eastwardlooking ally
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